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It does not matter the hour, 
day or month, the machines 
are on the loose at Seaport 
and Crystal Casinos, and the 
month of March was no ex¬ 
ception. One of the happy 
winners was Dalia Maduro, 
a regular patron at Seaport 
Casino. While visiting the 
casino one afternoon, she 
won the neat sum of US$ 
2,000. She won it with a free 
game. 

On the same day another 
customer, Sheron Henriquez, 
in barely 30 minutes, won 
with a straight flush on the 
Caribbean Stud Poker ma¬ 
chine. Her winnings, US$ 
8,898! 

Visitor, Carol Fumo from 
the U.S. also joined the local 
winners and after playing in 
the Crystal Casino for just 10 
minutes, she won US$ 4,500. 
With inmense joy she re¬ 
ceived her winnings from 
cage supervisor Carmen 
Suarez. 

Photos show the happy 
ladies posing with their win¬ 
nings accompanied by ca¬ 
sino associates. 



U.S. President Barack Obama is applauded after signing the 
Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act into law at 
Northern Virginia Community College in Alexandria, Vir¬ 
ginia 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Fina¬ 
lizing two major pieces of his 
agenda, President Barack 
Obama yesterday sealed his 
health care overhaul and made 
the government the primary 
lender to students by cutting 
banks out of the process. 

Both domestic priorities 
came in one bill, pushed 
through by Democrats in the 
House and Senate and signed 
into law by a beaming presi¬ 
dent. 

The new law makes a series 
of changes to the massive 
health insurance reform bill 
that he signed into law with 
even greater fanfare last week. 
Those fixes included removing 
some specials deals that had 
angered the public and provi¬ 
ding more money for poorer 
and middle-income individuals 


and families to help them buy 
health insurance. 

But during an appearance at 
a community college in subur¬ 
ban Virginia, he emphasized 
the overshadowed part of the 
bill: education. 

In this final piece of health 
reform, Democrats added in a 
restructuring of the way the 
government handles loans af¬ 
fecting millions of students. 

The law strips banks of 
their role as middlemen in fed¬ 
eral student loans and puts the 
government in charge. The 
president said that change 
would save more than $60 bil¬ 
lion over the next 10 years, 
which in turn would be used to 
boost Pell Grants for students 
and reinvest in community col¬ 
leges. 


Colombia’s FARC rebels hand 
over hostage to Red Cross 


FLORENCIA, Colombia - 
Colombia’s largest rebel group 
has freed a hostage held for 
more than a decade, the Inter¬ 
national Red Cross said. 

The Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, known as 
the FARC, turned over Ser¬ 
geant Pablo Emilio Moncayo, 
one of the group’s longest-held 
prisoners, to workers from the 


Geneva-based agency today, 
Red Cross spokesman Adolfo 
Beteta said in comments 
broadcast on Colombia’s RCN 
television network. 

Sgt. Pablo Emilio Moncayo 
is one of the longest-held 
hostages of FARC. He was 19 
when taken captive during a 
raid on a mountaintop commu¬ 
nications post in 1997. 
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Court: Srebrenica women cannot sue U.N. 



Bosnian Muslim women from Srebrenica hold a hand-woven carpet with the names of their 
killed relatives embroidered on it. 


THE HAGUE, The Nether¬ 
lands — The Court of Appeal at 
The Hague ruled yesterday 
that a group of women cannot 
sue the United Nations for fail¬ 
ing to prevent the massacre in 
the Bosnian town of Sre¬ 
brenica in 1995. 

The court said it was im¬ 
possible for the Mothers of 
Srebrenica to sue because of 
the immunity granted to the 
United Nations under interna¬ 
tional conventions. It said the 
women have other avenues to 
try to recover their losses. 

The mothers are surviving 
relatives of the men and boys 
who died in the massacre. 
They wanted to sue because 
they believe the Netherlands 
and the United Nations failed 
to prevent the killings, the 
court said Tuesday. 

They allege it was the 
Dutch U.N. peacekeepers who 
were to blame, the court said. 

In making its decision, the 
court said it tried to balance the 
U.N. immunity with the inte¬ 
rests of the women. 

"The Court of Appeal ap¬ 
preciates that the mothers and 
their relatives have suffered 
atrocities," the court said. "The 
Court of Appeal therefore 


comprehends entirely that they 
seek redress for their losses in 
a court of law. It ruled, how¬ 
ever, that the interests of the 
U.N. must prevail in this case." 

Lawyers for the women 
could decide to appeal to the 
European Court of Human 
Rights. 

More than 7,000 Bosnian 
Muslim men and boys were 
killed at Srebrenica when eth¬ 
nic Serb troops overran a U.N. 
"safe area" in July 1995. It was 
the worst European massacre 
since World War II. 

The U.N. War Crimes Tri¬ 
bunal called the five-day 
slaughter "the triumph of evil." 

The men and boys were 
among thousands of Bosnian 
Muslims who had sought 
refuge in the spa town as the 
Bosnian Serb army marched 
toward them. They were pro¬ 
tected by 100 lightly equipped 
Dutch peacekeepers who 
proved no match for the ad¬ 
vancing, heavily-armed Serb 
army. 

Denied reinforcements, the 
Dutch were forced to stand 
aside while Serb troops intent 
on "ethnic cleansing" did their 
worst — the peacekeepers even 
witnessing the summary exe¬ 


cution of civilians. 

Serbian TV footage showed 
women and children being 
separated from the men and 
put on buses. In a sickening 
show of "reassurance," Bos¬ 
nian Serb commander-in-chief 
General Ratko Mladic — now 
the highest-ranking fugitive 
being sought by the war crimes 
tribunal — told the women 
everyone would be taken out 
by bus out and safely reunited. 

The Commander of the 
Dutch U.N. troops, Col. 
Thomas Karremans, told The 
Hague tribunal in 1996 that he 
had first requested NATO air 
strikes when Mladic's troops 
began their assault on July 6, 
but that the request was not 
granted until July 11 when Sre¬ 
brenica fell. By then, Karre¬ 
mans said, it "was too late and 
too little." 

Karremans said a long Serb 
blockade before the attack had 
left the lightly armed Dutch 
battalion desperately short of 
food and fuel, but requests for 
fresh supplies went unheeded. 

The United Nations admit¬ 
ted in 1999 that it erred in ex¬ 
pecting the 100 Dutch troops 
to deter the Bosnian Serb 


Vatican defends pope in US lawsuit 


VATICAN CITY (AP) - 
Dragged deeper than ever be¬ 
fore into the clerical sex abuse 
scandal, the Vatican is launch¬ 
ing a legal defense that the 
church hopes will shield the 
pope from a lawsuit in Ken¬ 
tucky seeking to have him de¬ 
posed. 

In court documents ob¬ 
tained yesterday by The Asso¬ 
ciated Press, Vatican lawyers 
map out a three-pronged stra¬ 
tegy — to be formally filed in 
coming weeks — seeking to 
dismiss the suit before Bene¬ 
dict XVI can be questioned or 
secret documents subpoenaed. 


Vatican lawyers plan to 
argue that the pope has immu¬ 
nity as head of state, that 
American bishops who over¬ 
saw abusive priests weren't 
employees of the Vatican, and 
that a 1962 document is not the 
"smoking gun" that provides 
proof of a cover up, the docu¬ 
ments reveal. 

Three men claiming they 
were abused by priests brought 
the suit against the Holy See in 
2004, accusing Rome of negli¬ 
gence in failing to alert police 
or the public about priests who 
molested children in Kentucky. 

The preview of the legal de¬ 


fense, provided to the AP by a 
person familiar with the case, 
was submitted last month in 
the U.S. District Court in 
Louisville. Vatican officials 
declined to comment. 

The case is significant be¬ 
cause it's the first among a 
handful of cases targeting 
Rome in the United States to 
reach the stage of determining 
whether the victims actually 
have a claim against the Vati¬ 
can itself. 

Previous cases attempting 
to implicate the Vatican have 
failed or are pending at more 
preliminary stages. 


Rhode Island governor 
warns of 100-year flood 
as storm continues 


Vl* I I 4 r 


_ 

A vehicle makes its way through high water as a low-lying 
area in Elmsford, N.Y. floods 

CRANSTON, Rhode Island 
(AP) - The second major rain¬ 
storm of the month pounded 
the Northeast yesterday, push¬ 
ing rivers over their banks, 
closing roads and schools, 
prompting evacuations, and 
shattering at least one rainfall 
record. 

Rhode Island Gov. Don 
Carcieri asked residents yester¬ 
day afternoon to get home by 
dinnertime to avoid traveling 
in what officials expect to be 
the worst flooding to hit the 
state in more than 100 years. 

"The worst is still ahead of 
us," he said during a broadcast 
carried live on the state's major 
TV stations. "We're in a seri¬ 
ous, serious situation." 

National Guard troops were 
activated in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, where neighbor¬ 
hoods still recovering from 
earlier flooding were again 
swamped after two days of un¬ 
relenting rain. Troops in Con¬ 
necticut were put on alert. 
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A storm two weeks ago 
dropped as much as much as 
10 inches of rain on the same 
region. The National Weather 
Service said nearly 13 inches 
of rain had fallen during March 
in Boston, breaking the previ¬ 
ous record of 11 inches for the 
month set in 1953. New York 
City could also break its March 
record. 

Providence had about 7.2 
inches of rain from the current 
storm as of 10 a.m., pushing 
the monthly rainfall total to 
14.7 inches and within an inch 
of the city's all-time monthly 
record, set in October 2005, 
the weather service said. 

Scattered home evacuations 
were reported in Rhode Island, 
Connecticut and Massachu¬ 
setts. No injuries had been re¬ 
ported in those states because 
of the storm. 

Standing water pooled on 
or rushed across roads in the 
region, making driving treach¬ 
erous and forcing closures. 
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In presence of the Foundation’s regent, Governor Refunjol 

Prins Bernhard Cultuurfonds 


approved several projects for Aruba 




Recently, the ’’Prins Bernhard 
Cultuurfonds” (P.B.C.F.), Prins 
Bernhard Culture Foundation 
held a plenary meeting in the 
AIB Bank conference room. 

Aruba Governor Fredis Re¬ 
funjol as regent of the fund 
welcomed everyone present, 
among them those of the other 
Antillean islands except St. 
Eustatius. The governor also 
expressed his interest and grat- 
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itude for the voluntary work 
that P.B.C.F. has been doing. 
He also asked to pay extra at¬ 
tention on projects concerning 
nature and care of the environ¬ 
ment, for example the problem 
Aruba has with boas. 

Different projects were dis¬ 
cussed and the following peti¬ 
tions were honored: Atelier 
89, for theatre equipments; 
FARPA with its project of the¬ 
atre in the different districts; 
Piano Recital Festival under 
the direction of Armand 
Simon; Crusa Laman, a liter¬ 
ary and poetic project and Ga- 
leria Insight with workshops 
on contemporary art by Cuban 
Curator Jose Manuel Noceda 
Fernandez. The foundation 
also contributed with Serenita 
Park in Savaneta and is pend¬ 
ing for the project of the 
Caribbean University with its 
Steel band Academy Connor. 


After lunch, the board under 
direction of President Director 
Winthrop Curiel, Vice-presi¬ 
dent Alice van Romondt and 
Aruba members Des Croes, 
Roly St. Jago, Urbano Maduro, 
Margareth Hage, Frendsel Giel 
and Edsel Lopez, and other 
members of Curagao, Bonaire 
and Windward Islands visited 
the interesting exposition 
“Aruba den Segunda Guera 
Mudial” at National Historical 
Archives. This project also re¬ 
ceived financial support. The 
foundation will meet again 
next June in Curagao, while 
the daily board will meet once 
a month to focus on projects 
that are less than Afl 10,000. 
To submit petitions at the Prins 
Bernhard Cultuurfonds for fi¬ 
nancial support, please visit 
their website www.cultuur- 
fondsnaa.com 

The Prins Bernhard Cultu¬ 
urfonds was founded in Lon¬ 
don in 1940 by Prince 
Bernhard, late father of Queen 
Beatrix, the present queen, to 
buy war material for the 
British and Dutch govern¬ 
ments. It continued after the 
war as Prins Bernhard Cultuur¬ 
fonds aimed at rebuilding the 
war torn cultural life in The 
Netherlands. Headquartered 
on the Herengracht canal in 
Amsterdam, the foundation 
has 12 local branches, one in 
each of the Dutch provinces. 
There is also a separate Distri¬ 
bution Committee for projects 
in the Netherlands Antilles and 
Aruba. 

The foundation’s mission is 
to support cultural and nature 
preservation projects in The 
Netherlands, The Netherlands 
Antilles (Curagao, Bonaire, St. 
Maarten, St. Eustatius, Saba) 
and Aruba. The foundation 
emphasizes artistic excellence 
and educational initiatives. It is 
privately funded. 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #1 43, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 

Celebrating its 20th anniversary 

Minister Michelle Winklaar- 


Hooyboer praises CAS 
foundation 


Twenty years ago, on March 
30, the foundation CAS was 
established. The goal of the 
foundation is to protect the 
Aruban consumer. Celebrating 
its 20th anniversary, Minister 
of Economic Affairs Michelle 
Winklaar-Hooyboer expressed 
words of praise for the job the 
foundation has been doing. “It 
is very important for the con¬ 
sumer to have an organization 
like CAS that defends their in¬ 
terests by controlling product 
prices in an impartial manner,” 
the minister expressed. “I 
think that the CAS foundation 
must resort under the govern¬ 
ment’s Rent Commission and 
Consumer Affairs to be able to 
make use of government facil¬ 
ities and resources to achieve 
their goals, better,” she contin¬ 
ued. 

Until now the Department 
of Rent and Consumer affairs 
only attended rent disputes, but 
never handled any affairs con¬ 
cerning consumers. The actual 
government thinks that the de¬ 
partment as well as CAS can 
upgrade their job by working 
together. “My vision is for the 
Department of Economic Af¬ 
fairs to control not only prices 
but also the quality of the prod¬ 
ucts. It is not worthwhile if the 
price is good but the product’s 
life span has expired, or the 
quality is inferior or does not 
apply for our region. My wish 
is that the department, together 
with CAS, execute those type 
of controls. Hygiene and 



cleanliness of the supermarkets 
and other establishments 
which services the public also 
comes into account,” the min¬ 
ister emphasized. She contin¬ 
ued by affirming that after the 
Lent season the Department of 
Economic Affairs and Depart¬ 
ment of Rent and Consumer 
affairs, will meet with the CAS 
foundation to work out a sys¬ 
tem in benefit of the consumer. 
“For now I wish the founda¬ 
tion many more years of exis¬ 
tence and to continue working 
to protect the Aruban con¬ 
sumer, for they are the critics 
who force businesses to main¬ 
tain their products at high qual¬ 
ity and competitive prices. In 
this CAS is playing a very im¬ 
portant role,” Minister Win¬ 
klaar-Hooyboer concluded. 



Large selection of 
Ladies Fashion Wear from Israel 
Tablecloths, Runners, Doillies 

Israeli art work by EMANUEL 

Emmastraat 3 - Plaza Margarita at 
the beginning of the mainstreetTel: 5823839 


Opening hours: 10:00a.m. -6:00p.m. 
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Cozy, comfy and incredibly affordable. 

The Queen's offers an authentic taste of Aruba! 



The Queen’s outdoor 



Grandma’s stoba with classic rice and beans and homemade 
potato beet salad 



One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorpora¬ 
ting unique indigenous ingre¬ 
dients such as in Wild 
Cucumber Stew and a particu¬ 
lar light fish chowder accom¬ 
panied by the local specialties 
pan bati (corn meal pancake) 
and funchi (the local version of 
polenta.) Thus, eating out at 
the authentically Aruban 
restaurant, The Queen’s, is 
very affordable, with a true 
taste of regional cuisine. 

Owner Varella Innocencia 
confesses she opened her 
restaurant in Oranjestad be¬ 
cause “I grew up with this, and 
loved serving people our island 
food. My father and mother 
operated the little restaurant 
across from the Americana, 
which some may remember, 
the original Arawak. I remem¬ 
ber how much our customers 
loved trying the local food, and 
they especially loved the 
prices!” 

Varella’s mom, Luisa, is 
still in the kitchen, conjuring 
up the delicious dishes that 
have been in her family for 
generations, which is acknow¬ 
ledged on the menu with 
“Carni Stoba di Mamachi”- 
“Grandma’s Beef Stew,” and 
their Arawak Steak. 

Two local TV personalities 
were caught enjoying lunch at 
The Queen’s. They declared, 
after several visits, they judged 
the food to be “excellent,” and 
particularly recommended 
Grandma’s secret recipe. We 
also bumped into island visi¬ 
tors Jim and Callie from 
Michigan, who were eager to 
try island food, and were more 
than pleased with their venture 
into local cuisine. “We will 
definitely return to The 
Queen’s,” they affirmed, “the 



Jim and Callie from Michigan 



Keshi Yena with plaintains,vegetables and pica 


food was delicious and the 
prices are more than right.” 

The menu sports a variety 
of steaks and tenderloin, fresh 
caught seafood, Caribbean lob¬ 
ster, and of course, one of our 
favorites, and what we con¬ 
sider a true test of local cui¬ 
sine, “Keshi Yena”- “Filled 
Cheese.” This is a tasty, filling 
stew of chicken, with other in¬ 
gredients that are handy that 
day, all incased in a thick skin 
of melted Gouda. It was very 
satisfying and particularly 
memorable paired with The 
Queen’s garlic bread and very 
special Pica, a mix of chopped 
onions and the famous local 
hot pepper, Madame Janette. 


Not overly spicy, it lent that 
perfect bit of tang to this deli¬ 
ciously picturesque meal. 

Located next to the water at 
the end of the Weststraat, The 
Queen’s is open from 11:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m., daily, offer¬ 
ing indoor and outdoor dining. 
They also have daily specials, 
aside from an extensive menu; 
made from whatever is in sea¬ 
son and Mama Luisa was in 
the mood to prepare. While 
testing out their offerings, we 
noticed a steady stream of is¬ 
landers coming for lunch in the 
pleasant surroundings or pick¬ 
ing up take-out containers; al¬ 
ways a sure sign of a winner is 
where the locals like to eat! 
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Armando’s Kite Shlck 

®G0 to □©0&GQ(S 

For kite lesson & lodging info 

call:' ( 297 ) 733-1515 

www.kitesurfingaruba.com 

Next to Marriott Resort 

Lessons starts daily 
at 8:30 a.m. or 4:00 p.m^ 

ages of 8 and 77 can enjoy this sport f 


Singer Badu causes stir with 
nude video at JFK site 



Teppanyaki & Sushi Bar 

HOUSE OF JAPAN 

VALID FROM 

TUESDAY THOUGH THURSDAY 


MON - THURS 5.30PM - 12.30AM 
FRI & SAT 5.30PM - 02.00AM 

Call for Reservations 


586-6765 


PER PERSON 

I NO SERVICE CHARGE 


Not valid with any 
other special 


* MISO SOUP * GREEN SALAD / PASSION DRESSING 

* SHRIMP APPETIZER * CHICKEN FRIED RICE 

YOUR CHOICE OF MAIN COURSE 
HABACHI STEAK - HABACHI SHRIMP - TERIYAKI CHICKEN ■ FILET MIGN0N 

ICE CREAM AND GREEN TEA 

Located at S outh Beach m all acros s from the Radis^m^oJ^ 






Heather Mills squares off against former nanny 


LOS ANGELES -American 
soul singer Erykah Badu has 
caused a stir with a music 
video in which she strips 
naked in public at the site of 
President John F. Kennedy's 
assassination, and falls to the 
ground as if shot. 

Badu, 39, released the 
"Window Seat" music video 
as part of the promotion of 
her fifth studio album "New 
Amerykah Part Two (Return 
of the Ankh)", released on 
Tuesday. 

The Dallas-born enter¬ 
tainer strips down in Dealey 
Plaza in the city center, and 
falls to the ground with a jerk 
at the sound of a rifle shot, 
which was edited into the 
five-and-a-half minute video. 

Badu, who was dubbed 
the "Queen of Neo-Soul" in 
the 1990s and who draws on 
jazz and hip-hop influences, 
said the song was about "lib¬ 
erating yourself from layers 
and layers of skin or 
demons." 

She told the Dallas Morn¬ 
ing News in an interview that 
she chose the famous 'grassy 
knoll’ at Dealey Plaza be¬ 
cause "it was the most monu¬ 
mental place in Dallas I could 
think of." 

Kennedy was shot in the 
head in 1963 while driving 
through Dealey Plaza in an 
act that stunned Americans 
and the world. The assassina¬ 
tion site is widely considered 
sacred ground. 

Badu said the video was a 
bid to awaken interest in a 
1950s term called 'group- 
think' in which a person is 
afraid to express themselves 
for fear of being ostracized 
by the wider public. 

"When I fall to the ground 
in the video, the word group- 
think spills out of my head 
because I was assassinated by 
groupthink", she said. 

John Crawford, president 
of the nonprofit group Down¬ 
town Dallas, told the Dallas 
Morning News the video was 
"in poor taste and in poor 
judgment in my opinion." 

The video sparked a lively 
debate among bloggers and 
on social media sites. 

"Wow, sad how the art 


was displayed plain as day 
and no one seems to get it.? 
How is it a dis to JFK???...it's 
inspiring to me," wrote one 
commentator on YouTube. 

But Janet Shaw, a blogger 
on web site blackpoliti- 
c althought .com, wrote; 
"Erykah Badu has lost her 
mind. This unsightly act oc¬ 
curred near in Dallas near 
Dealey Plaza. This isn't how 
a decent entertainer should 
behave." 


LONDON - Heather Mills, 
the ex-wife of Paul McCart¬ 
ney, defended herself from 
accusations made by a former 
nanny at an employment tri¬ 
bunal in Britain on Tuesday. 

Sara Trumble, 26, said 
Mills was a rude, angry and 
dishonest woman who forced 
her to lie to McCartney. 

But Mills said Tuesday 
she treated Trumble like a 
daughter, showering her with 
gifts and foreign travel. 


It was the second day the 
case was heard at an employ¬ 
ment tribunal in the town of 
Ashford, in southern Eng¬ 
land, where Trumble is suing 
Mills for allegedly stripping 
her of her child-care duties 
after she gave birth to her 
own baby girl. 

Trumble worked for Mc¬ 
Cartney and Mills, looking 
after their young daughter 
Beatrice, but she claims her 
relationship with Mills began 


to deteriorate after her split 
from the ex-Beatle. Trumble 
says she was progressively 
moved out of her job as a 
nanny, and that Mills refused 
to show her any flexibility 
once she became pregnant 
with her own child. 

The former nanny also 
claimed that the 42-year-old 
"Dancing With The Stars" 
contestant became increas¬ 
ingly bad-tempered after the 
separation. 
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'Nyet' to $1 million? Math 
genius may reject award 


Science/Tech 


Part II: Long Live Your Laptop 
Battery! 



Keep your laptop 
battery working for 
years (and for hours 
between charges). 

Laptop batteries are 
like people-eventually 
and inevitably, they 
die. And like people, 
they don't obey 
Moore's Law—You 

can't expect next year's 
batteries to last twice 
as long as this year's. 
Battery technology 
may improve a bit over 
time (after all, there's 
plenty of financial incentive 
for better batteries), but, while 
interesting possibilities may 
pop up, don't expect major 
battery breakthroughs in the 
near future. 

Although your battery 
will eventually die, proper 
care can put off the in¬ 
evitable. Here's how to keep 
your laptop battery working 
for as long as possible. With 
luck, it could last until you 
need to replace that aging 
notebook (perhaps with a 
laptop having a longer bat¬ 
tery life). 

PART II 

Heal a Sick Battery 

Myth: You can rejuvenate 
a worn-out battery. 

This isn't, strictly speak¬ 
ing, the case. You can't make 
old lithium hold more elec¬ 
trons than it can currently 
manage. 

But if the battery is running 
out unexpectedly fast, or if 
your laptop is having trouble 
figuring out how much power 
it has left, you might be able 
to fix the battery's "gas 
gauge," so it at least gives a 
more accurate reading. 

If you suspect the battery 
can't tell if it's charged or not, 
run it through a couple of cy¬ 
cles. Drain it of all its power 
(yes, this is the exception to 
the "don't drain the battery" 
rule mentioned in part I), 
recharge it to 100 percent, 
and then repeat. 

But how do you drain the 
battery when Windows won't 
let you do just that? Don't 
bother with the settings de¬ 
scribed above. They're not 
safe (you might forget to 
change them back), they may 
not be getting an accurate 
reading, and they quite pos¬ 
sibly won't let you set the 
critical battery level to 0 per¬ 
cent. (If they did, it would 
crash Windows.) 

Instead, unplug your AC 
power and keep your laptop 
running (you can work on it 
if you like) until it automati¬ 


cally hibernates. Then reboot 
your PC back and go directly 
to the system setup program. 
Each computer is different. 
Turn on your PC and look for 
an onscreen message (one of 
the first you'll see) that says 
something like "Press the X 
key for setup." Immediately 
press the designated key. 

It may take a couple of 
times to get the timing right. 
If there isn't enough power to 
let it boot, plug in AC until 
you're at the setup program, 
then unplug it. 

Leave the notebook on 
until it shuts off. This can 
take some time (This may 
take 45 minutes, every laptop 
is different); setup uses a lot 
less power than Windows. 

Once the PC is off, plug in 
the AC power, then wait a 
few hours before rebooting to 
Windows and making sure 
you've got a full recharge. 

Repeat the process once or 
twice. 

With luck and proper care, 
your battery will still be use¬ 
ful when you're looking for a 
new laptop. 

Longer Life Between 
Charges 

The tips above should 
lengthen the time before you 
need to replace your laptop's 
battery. But on a daily basis, 
we're far more concerned with 
another type of battery life: 
how long we can keep our 
laptop running without AC 
power. You may know most 
of the following tips already, 
but it never hurts to refresh (or 
recharge) your memory. 

Dim your screen 

Your laptop's backlight re¬ 
quires a lot of juice. Keep it 
as dim as you can comfort¬ 
ably read it. 

Shut off unneeded hard¬ 
ware 

Turn off your Bluetooth, 
and if you're not using the In¬ 
ternet, turn off your Wi-Fi re¬ 
ceiver, as well. Don’t use an 
external mouse or other de¬ 
vice. And muting the PC's 


sound system not 
only saves power, it 
avoids annoying 
everyone else in the 
cafe. 

Avoid multitasking 

Run as few pro¬ 
grams as you can get 
away with. If possi¬ 
ble, stick to the one 
application (word 
processor, browser, or 
whatever) you're cur¬ 
rently using, plus 
your antivirus and 
firewall in the back¬ 
ground. 

And if you're not on the 
Internet, you don't need those 
two. 

Avoid multimedia 

Save chores like photo ed¬ 
iting and watching old Daily 
Show videos for when you 
have AC power. And if you 
must listen to music, use your 
iPod (or similar device). 

Know when to sleep and 
when to hibernate 

You need to think about 
when you want to save power 
by sending your laptop into 
Standby or Sleep mode, and 
when you want to hibernate it. 

There's a difference. XP's 
Standby and Vista and Win¬ 
dows 7's Sleep modes keep 
your PC on, using some 
power, but less of it than in 
normal use. Hibernate saves 
the PC's state to the hard 
drive, then shuts it off en¬ 
tirely, so that no power is 
used. 

On the other hand, Win¬ 
dows takes much longer— 
sometimes minutes—to go 
into and come out of hiberna¬ 
tion. And those are minutes 
that the battery is draining 
heavily and you can't work. 

XP's Standby mode isn't 
really all that efficient. If 
your laptop will be inactive 
for more than about half an 
hour, hibernate it. Otherwise, 
use Standby. 

But Vista and Windows 7 
do a much better job with 
their Sleep mode. Don't 
bother hibernating your PC 
unless you think you're going 
to go more than two or three 
hours without using it. 

Myth: Adding RAM saves 
battery life. 

True, more RAM means 
less hard drive access, and 
the hard drive uses a lot of 
electricity. But RAM uses 
electricity as well, and unless 
you're doing a lot of multi¬ 
tasking (not a good idea 
when you're on battery 
power), more RAM won't re¬ 
duce hard drive use. 



ST. PETERSBURG, Russia - 
Who doesn't want to be a mil¬ 
lionaire? Maybe a 43-year- 
old unemployed bachelor 
who lives with his elderly 
mother in Russia — and who 
won $1 million for solving a 
problem that has stumped 
mathematicians for a century. 

Grigory Perelman can't 
decide if he wants the money. 

"He said he would need to 
think about it," said James 
Carlson, who telephoned 
Perelman with the news he 
had won the Millennium 
Prize awarded by the Clay 
Mathematics Institute of 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Carlson said he wasn’t too 
surprised by the apparent lack 
of interest from Perelman, a 
reclusive genius who has a 
history of refusing big prizes. 

In 2006, Perelman made 
headlines when he stayed 
away from the ceremony in 
Madrid where he was sup¬ 
posed to get a Fields Medal, 
often called the Nobel prize of 
mathematics. He remained at 
home in St. Petersburg instead. 

As for the new prize, 
Perelman (PER-il-mahn) told 
a local television station he 
hasn't made a decision on 
whether to accept the money. 

Sergei Rukshin, Perel- 
man's high school math 
teacher, told The Associated 
Press on Monday that Perel¬ 
man is still unsure whether to 
accept it. 

"I know that this time he is 
seriously thinking about 
whether he will accept the 
prize. He still has some 
time," Rukshin said. The 
awards ceremony is in June. 

Rukshin said Perelman 
has been without work for 
four years and has declined 
all job offers. He previously 
worked at the Steklov Math¬ 
ematics Institute. 

"As far as I know, after 
there was so much media at¬ 
tention ... he did not want to 
be a public person and to 
look like an animal in the 
zoo," Rukshin said. 

He said he had encouraged 
Perelman to accept the prize 
to provide for himself and his 
elderly mother. 

Technically, the award is a 
done deal. 


"He has been awarded the 
prize. That's the decision of 
the committee," Carlson said. 
"He may or may not accept 
the money." 

Carlson declined to dis¬ 
cuss what would happen to 
the $1 million if Perelman re¬ 
jects it. Several groups in 
Russia, including the St. Pe¬ 
tersburg Communist Party, 
have made public appeals to 
Perelman to give them the 
cash to fight poverty if he 
doesn't want it for himself. 

Perelman was honored for 
proving the Poincare (pwan- 
kah-RAY) conjecture, which 
deals with shapes that exist in 
four or more dimensions, 
rather than the familiar three 
dimensions. The conjecture 
proposes a test for determin¬ 
ing whether a shape in such 
space, no matter how dis¬ 
torted, is a three-dimensional 
sphere. 

That was one of seven 
problems the Clay institute 
identified in 2000 as being 
worthy of a $1 million Millen¬ 
nium Prize. It's the first prob¬ 
lem on the list to be solved. 


Even after dark, 
sun helps bats get 
home 



Bats rely on the position of 
the sun at sunset to navi¬ 
gate, even though they are 
nocturnal creatures and 
are still in their caves 
when the sun goes down, a 
study showed. Re¬ 
searchers captured bats 
and released them 25 kilo¬ 
meters (15 miles) from 
their roost cave. When 
they followed the bats 
with the help of small 
radio transmitters, they 
found most of the bats 
were heading in the direc¬ 
tion of their cave. The 
fastest were back home 
within two hours. Once 
the researchers had 
worked out that bats 
could find their way home 
from a strange place, they 
wanted to know how they 
did it. They tested the hy¬ 
pothesis that bats do as 
birds do and calibrate 
their magnetic compasses 

— which use the Earth's 
magnetic field to navigate 

— to the sun. 
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Flip-Flops, Flat Shoes Relieve Arthritic Knees 



Clogs , Stability Shoes Put 
More Stress on Knees Than 
Flat, Flexible Shoes and 
Flip-Flops, Study Finds 
If you have knee pain from 
arthritis, wearing flat, flexible 
shoes may reduce the stress 
on your joints and keep you 
more comfortable, according 
to new research. 

In a comparison study that 
evaluated the force or ’’load” 
on arthritic knees while wear¬ 
ing clogs, athletic shoes with 
stability features, flat walking 
shoes, flip-flops, and going 
barefoot, the flat and flexible 


shoes won out, says 
study lead author Najia 
Shakoor, MD, an associ¬ 
ate professor of internal 
medicine at Rush Med¬ 
ical College and an at¬ 
tending physician at 
Rush University Med¬ 
ical Center in Chicago. 

Her study is pub¬ 
lished online in Arthritis 
Care & Research. 

”We know barefoot is 
good for your knee load 
from previous studies,” 
Shakoor said. ’’Then we 
thought, do different shoes 
have different effects on the 
knee?” So they compared the 
four shoe types with going 
barefoot. 

The surprise? ’’The shoes 
that we intuitively recom¬ 
mend to our patients [with 
knee arthritis] and thought 
might be best — stability 
shoes and clogs — were asso¬ 
ciated with the highest load.” 

Arthritis of the knee is 
common and a major source 
of disability and impaired 
quality of life, the researchers 


Study: Chocolate could reduce 
heart risk 



LONDON (AP) - The Easter 
Bunny might lower your 
chances of having a heart 
problem. According to a new 
study, small doses of chocolate 
every day could decrease your 
risk of having a heart attack or 
stroke by nearly 40 percent. 

German researchers fol¬ 
lowed nearly 20,000 people 
over eight years, sending 
them several questionnaires 
about their diet and exercise 
habits. 

They found people who 
had an average of six grams 
of chocolate per day — or 
about one square of a choco¬ 
late bar — had a 39 percent 
lower risk of either a heart at¬ 
tack or stroke. 

Previous studies have sug¬ 
gested dark chocolate in 
small amounts could be good 
for you, but this is the first 
study to track its effects over 
such a long period of time. 
Experts think the flavonols 
contained in chocolate are re¬ 
sponsible. Flavonols help the 
muscles in blood vessels 
widen, which leads to a drop 
in blood pressure. 

"It’s a bit too early to come 
up with recommendations 


that people should eat more 
chocolate, but if people re¬ 
place sugar or high-fat snacks 
with a little piece of dark 
chocolate, that might help,” 
said Brian Buijsse, a nutri¬ 
tional epidemiologist at the 
German Institute of Human 
Nutrition in Nuthetal, Ger¬ 
many, the study’s lead author. 

The people tracked by 
Buijsse and colleagues had no 
history of heart problems, had 
similar habits for risk factors 
like smoking and exercise, 
and did not vary widely in 
their Body Mass Index. 

Since the study only ob¬ 
served people and did not give 
them chocolate directly to test 
what its effects were, experts 
said more research was 
needed to determine the 
candy’s exact impact on the 
body. Doctors also warned 
that eating large amounts of 
chocolate could lead to weight 
gain, a major risk factor for 
heart problems and strokes. 

’’Basic science has demon¬ 
strated quite convincingly 
that dark chocolate ... im¬ 
proves vascular and platelet 
function,” said Frank 
Ruschitzka in a statement, a 
cardiologist at the University 
Hospital Zurich and 
spokesman for the European 
Society of Cardiology. ’’How¬ 
ever, before you rush to add 
dark chocolate to your diet, be 
aware that 100 grams of dark 
chocolate contains roughly 
500 calories.” 


say. Shakoor’s team evaluated 
31 men and women who had 
knee arthritis, evaluating 
their gait as they wore: 
Clogs: An athletic shoe that 
promises to minimize inward 
rolling of the foot 

Flat walking shoes: Flip- 
flops 

The study was supported 
by the National Institutes of 
Health. 

Shakoor measured what’s 
known as a knee adduction 
moment, ’’which measures 
the extent of the force upon 
your knee as you walk.” 

"Flat walking shoes, bare¬ 
foot, and flip-flops were es¬ 
sentially the same in load on 
the knee,” she says. ’’But 
clogs and stability shoes re¬ 
sult in a 15% higher load.” 

’’These are just initial stud¬ 
ies, and it’s too early to rec¬ 
ommend [changes],” she 
says. ’’But several studies are 
suggesting that perhaps flat, 
flexible footwear may help 
decrease loads on the knee 
compared to footwear that is 
less flexible and has higher 
heels. Stability shoes have 
higher heels [than other ath¬ 
letic shoes].” 

”We think it’s the flatness 
and the flexibility that may 
provide the benefit.” 

And, she cautioned: ”We 
are definitely not advocating 
flip-flops. A flat walking shoe 
would be better than a flip- 
flop for other reasons — sta¬ 
bility and the risk of falling.” 

’’This finding [about the 
best shoes for knee pain] 
came as absolutely a surprise 
to me,” says Jeffrey A. Ross, 
DPM, MD, a spokesman for 
the American College of 
Sports Medicine, associate 
clinical professor of medi¬ 
cine, and chief of the diabetic 
foot clinic at Ben Taub Hos¬ 
pital in Houston. 

”1 would have expected 
the running shoe to be the 
best, but it didn’t turn out to 
be,” he says. 

But Ross says he wishes 
the researchers had studied 
more than one type of athletic 
shoe. Even with the new 
study results, he says, ”1 
probably would still suggest 
[people with knee arthritis] 
wear a low-heel running shoe 
with a flexible sole.” 

For people with knee 
arthritis, the shoe should 
bend easily, he says, resulting 
in less stress on the forefoot. 

A ’’neutral” athletic shoe - 
- one that does not offer mo¬ 
tion control or stability 
features, may also work to re¬ 
duce load on the knee, he 
says. 


SUNCIREE Qp/V 

Beauty Salon and 


Special: 

Full body 
massage per 
couples $100,= 
Call for pick-ups 



Madiki 104 

Tel: 588-1189 - Cels: 742-2462 / 594-2461 


Prostate Enlargement 


Many men with benign pro¬ 
static hyperplasia (BPH) 
have no symptoms. When 
symptoms (known as lower 
urinary tract symptoms, or 
LUTS) occur, they may range 
from mild and barely notice¬ 
able to serious and disruptive. 
The amount of prostate en¬ 
largement is not always re¬ 
lated to the severity of the 
symptoms. Some men with 
only slight enlargement have 
serious symptoms, and some 
men with a great deal of en¬ 
largement have few symp¬ 
toms. 

Symptoms may become 
worse during cold weather or 
as a result of physical or emo¬ 
tional stress. 

Some medicines can make 
symptoms worse. These in¬ 
clude over-the-counter cold 
medicines such as diphenhy¬ 
dramine hydrochloride (Be¬ 
nadryl, for example), 
pseudoephedrine hydrochlo- 


Tip : Drink 
Enough Water 


Before, during and 
after exercise 



Drinking plenty of 
water is important, particu¬ 
larly among people who 
exercise vigorously. 

The American Council 
on Fitness offers these rec¬ 
ommendations for how 
much to drink: 

* Two or three hours be¬ 
fore you start to exercise, 
drink 17-to-20 ounces of 
water. 

* Twenty to 30 minutes 
prior to exercise, or while 
you’re warming up, drink 
another eight ounces. 
*While you’re exercising, 
drink seven-to-10 ounces 
every 10 minutes to 20 
minutes. 

* Within 30 minutes of 
completing your workout, 
make sure you drink an¬ 
other eight ounces. 


ride (such as Sudafed), 
oxymetazoline spray (such as 
Afrin), and prescription med¬ 
icines such as antidepres¬ 
sants, water pills (diuretics), 
testosterone (gels, implants, 
or injections) and pain medi¬ 
cines (narcotics). 

The symptoms of BPH 
may involve problems emp¬ 
tying the bladder or problems 
with bladder storage. 

Symptoms related to blad¬ 
der emptying include: 

* Difficulty starting a 
urine stream (hesitancy and 
straining). 

* Decreased strength of 
the urine stream (weak flow). 

* Dribbling after urina¬ 
tion. 

* Feeling that the bladder 
is not completely empty. 

* An urge to urinate again 
soon after urinating. 

* Pain during urination 
(dysuria). 

Symptoms related to 
bladder storage include: 

* Waking at night to uri¬ 
nate (nocturia). 

* Frequent urination. 

* A sudden, uncontrollable 
urge to urinate. 

These symptoms are not 
always related to prostate en¬ 
largement and can be caused 
by other conditions. BPH 
symptoms are often balanced 
between the two types of 
symptoms. If symptoms 
come on rapidly, or if one has 
more of one type of symptom 
than the other type, one may 
have another condition. Other 
conditions that may cause 
similar symptoms include 
urinary tract infections, pro¬ 
statitis, prostate cancer, dia¬ 
betes, heart failure, and 
neurologic diseases. 



Drinking Water 

Aruba’s 
distilled/purified 
seawater is very 
safe to drink 
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Fourth Aruba Piano Festival from April 17 to 24 





Guest pianist Lucille Cheung 


Festival organizer Armand Simon 


CLEVELAND, Ohio (AP) - 
Police say a motorist fleeing 
officers in Cleveland aban¬ 
doned his car and jumped a 
fence — landing in what 
turned out to be a prison yard. 

Garfield Heights police say 
the chase started in that suburb 
early yesterday over a traffic 
violation and reached speeds 
of 90 mph. 

Police say that after a race 


through several communities, 
the driver and a passenger 
bolted from the car and headed 
for a fence. 

They apparently did not re¬ 
alize it was on the outside the 
state women’s prison in Cleve¬ 
land. 

They were arrested along 
with two other passengers who 
also tried to flee. 




Open Monday - Friday 9 a.rru -12,30 p.m. 

& Saturday - Sunday 10:00 a.m, - 3:00 p.m. 
Information: 593-2933 -584-1063-569-8232 
www.arubandonkev.org 


Young competitor Angelique Janssen 


Aficionados of quality classi¬ 
cal music have a treat awaiting 
them during the third week of 
April, as the Crescendo Foun¬ 
dation, under the directorship 
of Armand Simon, has again 
organized a week of delightful 
performances and workshops. 

This year, Simon, an ac¬ 
complished pianist born on 
Aruba and raised in Holland, 
welcomes world- renowned 
musicians Alissa Margulis, vi¬ 


olinist, Mirjam Tschopp, vio¬ 
linist/viola, and Nicaulis Al- 
liey, flautist along with piano 
virtuosos Alessio Bax, Lucille 
Cheung, Jan Lust, and 
Monique Duphil, Allen Weiss 
and Wim Stasius Muller. 

The program includes 
several master classes where 
admission is free; evening 
recitals at the Cas di Cultura in 
Oranjestad with a 25 Aruban 
florin entrance fee ($14.00 


Man fleeing Ohio police jumps 
fence — into prison 


U.S.) and matinees for a 15 
florin ($9.00) entrance fee. 

The week will begin with a 
recital on Saturday, April 17, at 
8:00 p.m. titled “A Tribute to 
Chopin,” (Chopin’s 200 an¬ 
niversary celebration) with Ar¬ 
mand Simon and all his guest 
pianists performing. The Sun¬ 
day matinee will be mixed in¬ 
struments honoring the classic 
European composers Bach, 
Mozart and Franck beginning 
at 11:00 a.m. The afternoon 
will finish with the first round 
of the Crescendo Piano Com¬ 
petition for island youth. 

Monday evening’s recital 
will feature violin and piano 
for an examination of “Sounds 
from the 20th Century,” featur¬ 
ing the compositions of 
Schnittk, Stravinsky, Biese- 
mans, and Enescu. On Tues¬ 
day, April 20, “Sounds of the 
World” will fill the playbill, 
comprised of the works of 
Saygun, Zyman, Mortelman, 
Piazzolla. Soprano Nicole Wi- 
jnen, cellist Horacio Contraros 
and famous Venezuelan violin 
prodigy Simon Gollo will join 
the company as guest perform¬ 
ers. 

Gollo will again join the en¬ 
semble for Wednesday’s reci¬ 


Crescendo piano contest for Aruban ages 8 to 18 


tal, “An Evening of Romantic 
Music” dedicated to the lush 
compositions of Shubert, 
Alkan and Tchaikowsky. 
Thursday evening is dedicated 
to “A Night of Spanish 
Music,” with the works of De 
Falla, Granados and Turina 
with German Marcano, guest 
cellist and Nicole Wijnen per¬ 
forming vocals. On Friday, the 
troupe will transport their au¬ 
dience to France by perform¬ 
ing a full evening of Faure, 
with guest performers Wijnen, 
Mercano and Simon Gollo. 

The festival’s final events 
will begin at 4:00 p.m. on Sat¬ 
urday, April 24, with the final 
round of the Crescendo Piano 
Competition and announce¬ 
ment of the first, second and 
third place winners. 

The final recital, featuring 
the great German composers 
Beethoven and Brahms, will 
be performed by Armand 
Simon and Alessio Bax on 
piano, Alissa Margulis and 
Marjam Tschopp on violin and 
viola and Horacio Contreros 
on cello. 

Master classes will take 
place at 4:00 pm. on Tuesday, 


Wednesday, Thursday and Fri¬ 
day, April 20, 21, 22 and 23 at 
4:00 p.m. at the National Li¬ 
brary on the George 
Madurostraat in Oranjestad. 
All are welcome to attend and 
learn without charge. 

The Crescendo Piano Com¬ 
petition is open to Aruban 
youth from the ages of 8 to 18 
on a strictly amateur status. The 
Aruba Scholarship Foundation 
participated in the first three 
competitions along with festi¬ 
val sponsors UNOCA, Prins 
Bernhard Cultuurfonds, Aruba 
Tourism Authority (ATA) and 
the Aruba Time Share Assoca- 
tion (ATSA). ASF awarded to 
the top place winner a full year 
of piano lessons with the 
teacher of their choice valued 
at Afl. 2400, plus will be per¬ 
forming in concert in Curagao 
and Bonaire. Second place 
winner get three months of 
piano lessons with their teacher 
of choice valued at 600 Aruban 
florins. For more information 
about the Aruba Piano Festival 
visit www.aruba.com or their 
website www.arubapianofesti- 
val.com. 


STOP 
at the 
RED LIGHT 
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Acqua Condominiums Aruba report 
Godspeed Construction 


On April 8, the Aruba National 
Library is organizing a com¬ 
bined workshop for 60 
plussers. Participants can 
choose between: 

1. Making a door indication 
sign with recycled wood, 

2. Decorating bottles, 

3. Making a monoprint or 

4. Learning Haiku (Japan¬ 
ese Poetry). 

For inscription please call 
Mrs. Bea or Mrs. Gina at the 
National Library or inscribe 
via e-mail info@bibliotecana- 


cional.aw A fee of Afl 10 is 
requested for material ex¬ 
penses. 

Aruba National Library is 
pleased to invite all 60 plussers 
for special activities every other 
Thursday from 9:00 to 11:00 
a.m. at the library in Oranjestad. 
All 60 plussers are welcome to 
come and enjoy coffee in the 
Diamante Room. For more in¬ 
formation concerning the li¬ 
brary’s program readers may 
visit the library’s website 
www.bibliotecanacional.aw 


General Manager Jenner Flo¬ 
rez and Managing Director 
Oscar Helmeyer report that the 
second phase of the East tower 
of Acqua Condominiums cur¬ 
rently under construction on 
Palm Beach is progressing at a 
brisk pace. 

While construction halts 


during the holy week, the Sales 
Center will be open every day 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
with the exception of Easter 
Friday, and Easter Monday, 
and the builders will return as 
early as Easter Monday to re¬ 
sume their work and prepare 
the foundation for the South 


tower, scheduled to be poured 
the first week of May. 

Florez and Helmeyer are 
pleased to report that the fill 
for that mega foundation and 
for the entire complex foot¬ 
print was purchased from the 
new owners of the now de¬ 
funct Adventure Golf. The 
mounds of earth-fill that once 
made up that mini golf facility, 
found a new home, and will 
enjoy a second life in the gar¬ 
dens of Acqua Condominiums. 

As the interior division of 
the 1st phase of the East build¬ 
ing continues, plumbers will 
start work on all floor 1 to 5 
bathrooms, when construction 
resumes at the end of the 
Easter holiday. Acqua Condo¬ 
miniums is currently adding 
certified plumbers and air-con¬ 
ditioning installation techni¬ 
cians to its construction crew, 
and is pushing to fill every 
open position in that depart¬ 
ment. 

With all plumbing materials 
on island, and in storage on 
property, including the iron 
mesh required for both West 
and the South towers, building 
is very much on time, and on 
target, and as soon as the 
plumbers move out, roof tiles 
will be laid over the already in¬ 
stalled rafters. 

Acqua Condominiums 
Sales Center also reports excit¬ 
ing news. In April, developers 
will award two airline tickets 
to any new buyer. The incen¬ 
tive is designed to create a Buy 
& Fly program, according to 
which April buyers may return 
to check on the progress of 
their unit later this year, with 
airfare courtesy of the develo¬ 
pers. Other prizes are also in¬ 
cluded in the attractive April 
sales drive. 

Additionally, in April, buy¬ 
ers may expect their Share Pur¬ 
chase & Sale Agreement 
Drafts in the mail. The docu¬ 
ments will be sent out, further 
cementing the relationship be¬ 
tween buyers, the local notary, 
the various legal entities and 
the Aruba Investment Bank, 
the local banking institution 
entrusted with financing the 
project. 

As financing is always a 
key issue when making a real 
estate purchase, it pleases de¬ 
velopers to announce that just 
60% of the purchase price 
should be arranged by the 
buyer, and the balance of 40% 
of the purchase price, may be 
financed via Acqua Condo¬ 
minium developers. 

Built of 30.278 m2 of prop¬ 
erty land this exciting project 
continues to attract buyers and 
investors, lured by the upscale 
elegance of the Mansions, 
Penthouses, Suites, Studios 
and Residences. 


EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 

with ham & cheese 

*Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

*Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

All egg dishes are served with a choice of: 

white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 

*PASTECHI HORNA 
*CREPES 
*SWEET CREPES 
*BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 


LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grandi ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH ) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
*SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 
*CHICKEN SOUP 

*FRUIT SALAD 
& YOGHURT 

*HOT BEVERAGES 
*COLD BEVERAGES 


For Reservations^ 
please call: 588-3648 H 

lHavens tr aa t 36 , 4 f Su itel1 B ,\Ora njestad i 
* T(nSrthe main dowtown bus terminal)! ^"*""™ 

Workshop for 60-plussers 
at the National Library 
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TOONS 


PICKLES 



MUFFIN* VOO'tfeOKi 
TOP OF MV KlOlTflNG.' 



WUV CfrWT Voo 
EV£f? COOP^RATer/ 



I'M PeRCECTlV vOlLL- 
IMG 'TO CO DP£f?AT£ 
AG LOMGAG \T RB' 
MO EPPORT 


CALVIN and HOBBES 


’fl&VD BETTER 
HOT WANE REWU 

flushed m\ of 

1« NOTES! \Nl 
G3T k ttiG TEST 

towkss>w r 



VlELL TWtU, V1VTU TWXT AT 
STAKE. C*iR DEVIAMOS SKUMl) 
STEW VtPi REASON f 


P£MAN&S‘?T 'tou doht GET 
Am fcTMAHDS/ UNLOCK 





©OT. TOO O / Toftptl^o TWBC 
THINK A ^ TEATTj ^APT** 
HWiUSCHQ&L 


StHW WAD 
CATCH OH 
QUICKER. 

WE SW30U> 
WE 

, SOKOL BOARD. 



MOMMA 


MtMrtMA, I'M <50tbia 
out roNKUrr wn» 



CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 Herb used in 
pesto sauce 
6 First four 
alphabet letters 

10 Mama's man 

14 Make 
reparation (for) 

15 Soccer star 
known as “The 
Black Pearl” 

16 Mineral usually 
found in a 
multivitamin 
tablet 

17 Shaky 600- 
mile-long 
zone in 
California 
(3 words) 

20 Locomotive 

21 Musical group 
of three 

22 Spelling 
contest 

23 Goes bad 

25 Unpaid debts 

27 Tin-coated 

container 

30 To Renew 
America author 
Gingrich 

32 Grade-A 
purchase 


33 Whitish, milky 
gem 

35 Roll of postage 
stamps 

37 Posture-perfect 

41 Where the 
Alamo is 
(3 words) 

44 Swap 

45 Remain 
undecided 

46 Singer Turner 

47 Swim-race 
segment 

49 Cooking 
direction 

51 Road paving 
substance 

52 Situated on the 
side 

56 Bathroom bar 

58 Actress 
Gardner 

59 Nephew of 
Abel in the 
Bible 

61 Prepare for a 
nude beach, 
perhaps 


65 Where Alcatraz 
is located 
(3 words) 

68 Buster 
Brown’s dog, 
in old shoe 
ads 

69 Unkind 

70 Sheeplike 

71 Tortoiselike 

72 _and crafts 

73 Smells badly 

DOWN 

1 Pyramid’s 
bottom 

2 _end 

(finished; 

2 words) 

3 Billboard Top 
40 item 

4 “The bombs 

bursting_" 

(2 words) 

5 John_of 

the Beatles 

6 Month after 
March ( abbr .) 

7 Red vegetable 


8 _Bow of 

old movies 

9 Wish for 

10 Actress_ 

Zadora of 
Hairspray 

11 Island resort 
off Venezuela 

12 Gondola 
guider 

13 Starts a poker 
pot 

18 Discover 

19 Draw a blank 

24 Dive 

26 Snowy Gulf 
Coast bird 

27 Price 

28 On_with 

(equal to; 

2 words) 

29 Grandma, 
by another 
name 

31 Fork points 

34 Soup scoop 

36 Dryer clogs 

38 Roadway 
turnoff 


39 Biblical water- 
to-wine town 

40 Pre-1917 
Russian ruler 

42 Closer to 

43 Hateful 

48 Central 

American 
country with 
a canal 

50 Deep-seated 
ill will 

52 Wears well 

53 Be of use 

54 Ballroom dance 

55 Solitary person 

57 Demonstrate 

to a jury’s 
satisfaction 

60 Wordless 
singing style 

62 Theater award 
presented by 
The Village 
Voice 

63 Financial 
institution 

64 Organs of 
sight 

66 Not many 

67 Fed. agcy. that 
deals with 
illegal residents 
(abbr.) 


Every Day in Every Way... 

#70 


69 Every Day in Every Way... 






DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


March 27 - April 2 

O’Stad: “Botica Fergusonstraat,” San Nic.: “Botica Seroe Preto” 


Center for Hemodialysis 


Posada Clinic Aruba 

Important '’V 

Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

Telephone ^3? \ 


Numbers Wr \ 

INFORMATION 


Telephone 118 

\ 

HOSPITAL 

Twelve Step Meetings 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Tel.587-4300 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 


Free treatment of 

EMERGENCY 

Alcoholism 

Telephone 911 

and Drug Addiction 

POLICE HDQS 

Anonymity guaranteed 

Telephone 100 

Tel. 584-5440 



TAXI 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

C.V. TAS 

Telephone Helpline 

587-1998, 587-5900 

583-1190 

In Oranjestad: 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

582-5447 

CAS MARIE 

In San Nicolas 

Alzheimer’s Day 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

Care Center 

professional taxi services 

Tel: 5696910 

Tel. 588-0035 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 


E ISA DEL MAR 

Weeks 11 & 12 

•T 


Room 1414 
Corner room facing 
pool and ocean 
582-7000 ext 1414 

or E-mail ron1617@aol.com 
Phone 718-892-2343 
after 3/27 



Nice family or Vacation home 
Close to the airport and beach, 
3 bed, 2 bathrooms, Covered 
front and back porch, built-up 
area 144 m2 on 620m2 land 
$ 220,000 


Info. 

Tel: 731-142711-416 -628 -3699 


Signs of pressure on the hotel sector’s turnover 

Summary of the Monthly Bulletin 
for December 2009 


ORANJESTAD - The Cen- 
trale Bank van Aruba con¬ 
cludes in its Monthly Bulletin 
of December 2009 that there 
are signs of added pressure on 
the turnover of the hotel sector. 
The average occupancy rate of 
hotels and timeshares, reported 
by the Central Bureau of Sta¬ 
tistics, registered a 2.7 percent¬ 
age points increase in De¬ 
cember 2009, compared to a 
year earlier. However, taken 
over the whole of 2009, aver¬ 
age occupancy went down by 
1.9 percentage points. The 
falling occupancy in 2009 was 
accompanied by a decrease in 
the average daily rate of 1.6 
percent. Consequently, consi¬ 
dering the effects of inflation, 
real revenue per available 
room dropped by 6.6 percent 
in comparison to 2008, imply¬ 
ing added pressure on the real 
turnover of the hotel sector. 

Government revenue data 
for the months December 2009 
and January 2010 indicate that 
in comparison to their corre¬ 
sponding periods a year earlier, 
total tax revenue went up in 
December by 11.2 percent, 
while in January a decrease of 
14.2 percent was recorded. The 
December increase is mostly 
attributed to higher tax revenue 
on income, profit andcom- 
modities, while the decline ob¬ 
served in January reflects a 
decrease in revenue from the 
BBO, as well as from lower in¬ 
come from taxes on income 
profit, and gambling licenses. 

The consumer price index 



(CPI) of January 2010 showed 
an inflation rate of 6.3 percent, 
compared to a negative infla¬ 
tion rate of L 3.2 percent in 
January 2009. The increase in 
prices was mostly caused by a 
rise in water and electricity tar¬ 
iffs. It should be mentioned 
that a decrease of 0.5 percent¬ 
age point was recorded in the 
CPI of January 2010 (6.3 per¬ 
cent) compared to December 
2009 (6.8 percent). Whether 
this may be attributed to the 
BBO rate reduction is still 
being analyzed. 

In contrast to the end of 
year upsurge in car loans that 
peaked during December 2008 
(Afl. 193.3 million), the sec¬ 
ond half of 2009 exhibited a 
significant slowdown in car 
lending activity, as outstanding 
car loans over December 2009 
(in real terms) dropped by 
16.2percent. 

In December 2009, the 
money supply expanded by 
Afl. 22.9 million to Afl. 
3,170.5 million. This was 
caused predominantly by an 
Afl. 21.6 million net inflow of 
funds from abroad and an Afl. 
1.3 million expansion in net 
domestic assets. As a result, 
net foreign assets (excluding 
revaluation differences of gold 
and foreign exchange hold¬ 
ings) increased to Afl. 1,475.2 
million at the end of December 
2009, which is Afl. 206.3 mil¬ 
lion, or 16.3 percent more than 
the amount recorded in the cor¬ 
responding month of 2008. 

In December 2009 the bal¬ 
ance of payments posted an 
Afl. 21.6 million surplus, re¬ 
flecting the net inflow of funds 
from abroad, compared to a 
record Afl. 244.2 million sur¬ 
plus in the corresponding 
month of 2008. The net inflow 
of foreign funds was largely 
the result of a narrowing goods 
balance, mainly associated 
with decreases in payments for 
merchandise imports. 

For further information, 
please visit our website 
(www.cbaruba.org) or contact 
the Research Department of 
the Centrale Bank van Aruba, 
tel. +297 5252100, eDmail 
cbaua@setamet.aw 


The two wonderful and profitable things 
public relations can do over and over 
again for your business! 

by Ken Varga 



Ken Varga 

Hi, I am Ken Varga. I want to 
share with you some of the 
ideas, strategies, and principles 
that allowed me to build 35 
businesses during my career. 

By earnestly applying the 
ideas, you will learn how you 
too can build your business to 
success, while living an unhur¬ 
ried life, filled with family, 
friends, fun and a relaxed atti- 
tud. 

In the last tip, I wrote about 
public relations and how, if 
used properly, it will create a 
lot of new customers for you. 
Using Public Relations offers 
you two distinctly different 
business advantages. 

One advantage is that for 
almost no real cost, and for 
very little effort, you can get 
tremendous exposure to huge 
numbers of people in business 
or in specialized markets. 

The right public relations 
can produce for you immediate 
and continuous flows of busi¬ 
ness, or inquiries, for whatever 
business you operate for years 
to come. 

The other advantage of 
public relations is often over¬ 
looked. . .that’s credibility. 
That’s right. 

Even though you will get 
new customers this way, that’s 
secondary to the credibility 
benefit you receive when you 
send these articles to 
prospects. 

Anytime a positive article 
appears about you, whether it’s 
in a newsletter that an associa¬ 
tion sends out to its members, 
or in a newsletter a company 
sends out to it’s employees, 
you should reproduce it and 
send it to every prospect and 
every customer; incorporate it 
in every sales package you 
send out, and you should post 
it on the wall of your place of 
business. 

A major goal in doing busi¬ 
ness or operating as a profes¬ 
sional is to gain distinction... 
an edge that will give you a su¬ 
perior advantage over your 


competition. 

If your competition doesn’t 
have this PR and this credibil¬ 
ity, but you do, guess what? 
What do you imagine this 
credibility does in the minds of 
your potential customers? 
They’ll want to do business 
with you over your competi¬ 
tion. 

People are primarily inter¬ 
ested in things that benefit 
them. That’s human nature. 
That’s how we all are. 

There’s nothing wrong with 
it, and that’s your greatest op¬ 
portunity. 

Whenever you’re creating a 
press release, always focus it 
and its content on the benefits 
to the end user. 

This is what you can do. 

You can send a regular re¬ 
lease to the formal press, 
which includes newspapers, 
newsletters, specialty publica¬ 
tions, radio stations, TV sta¬ 
tion, etc. 

You can send press releases 
to trade organizations, which 
include associations or maga¬ 
zines that are read by specific 
industries. 

You can send press releases 
to all kinds of community or¬ 
ganizations, such as Chambers 
of Commerce. 

The point is this. There are 
numerous traditional and non- 
traditional ways to get PR ben¬ 
efits. You have to ask yourself: 
“how can I extend my business 
into the community, and into 
my industry?” 

The answers will open up 
broad opportunities. 

And the bonus benefit for 
answering this question is that 
when you get involved in your 
community, and charities, it 
feels good because you get 
connected to the market place 
and the people. You get feed¬ 
back. You become respected, 
appreciated, and revered at a 
very high level, and it gives 
greater purpose to what you 
are doing. 

Think about the following 


words for a moment... 

Relating to the public. Pub¬ 
lic relations. Those words are 
about getting connected, get¬ 
ting involved, contributing, 
touching, needing and helping. 

Again, it’s all about them 
and how they can benefit. It’s 
not about putting on an attrac¬ 
tive face and getting new cus¬ 
tomers. 

It’s about genuine interest 
and involvement in your com¬ 
munity and industry, so that 
everyone associated with you 
and your business is proud of 
that association. 

Over this next week, ask 
yourself how you can adapt 
and apply this. Write down 
your ideas. 

Then, think about this con¬ 
cept of educating your cus¬ 
tomers. Try a bunch of 
different approaches about 
how to educate your prospects 
and customers. 

You might tell them what 
distinguishes your product 
from your competitor. Tell 
them how and why your prod¬ 
uct is made and created. Tell 
them what the implication of 
that creation or design process 
has on them and the results 
they will receive. 

But do it in an informal and 
conversational way. 

Just explain to your cus¬ 
tomers the advantages and 
benefits of your product that 
you know will be important to 
them. They’ll respond posi¬ 
tively. 

The more people under¬ 
stand the more comfortable 
and confident they are about 
buying specifically from you. 

Well that’s it for this tip. In 
the next tip I’m going to write 
about how to develop benefits 
of the products that you sell. 

To your success, 

Ken Varga 

Ph: 888-682-2596; Fax: 888- 
682-2597 

Email: ken@kenvarga.com 
Website: www.kenvarga.com 



Your Source for Local English News 


Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 

Tel: 588-9517 - Fax: 588-9518 


E-mail: themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 
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Your Home away from Home 

Extend your long vacation W/ us 

Studio, 1 Bedroom & 2 Bedrooms 
* Kitchen/Cable TV/A/C ‘Fully furnished 
Daily, Weekly or Monthly 'Swimming pool 


Special Rate per month $1000,= 


Cunucu Abao 37, Noord, Aruba 

Next to Madame Janette Restaurant 
Tel: (297) 587-8618 Fax: (297) 587-0081 

info@arubabluevillage.com - www.arubabluevillage.conT 



More happy winners with 
PIN2WIN 



SETAR N.V.’s campaign 
PIN2WIN is going full 
swing. Recently, Jenniree 
Dirks won Afl. 250 in tele¬ 
phone cards after she added 
SETAR in her Blackberry 
Messenger. All SETAR 
clients who have at a Black¬ 
berry service can participate 
to win attractive prizes. 

The raffles are held every 
week where participants can 
win cash, BlackBerry tele¬ 
phones, 3 months free Black¬ 
berry subscription, an iPod 
Touch, Afl. 100 call credits 
and much more. 


SETAR clients can partic¬ 
ipate in two different ways: 

1. Invite SETAR to be the 
Blackberry Messenger con¬ 
tact through scanning the bar¬ 
code on a SETAR t-shirt with 
pin number 21818A17. 

2. Clients can just invite 
SETAR to be their Messen¬ 
ger contact through SETAR’s 
pin number 21818A17 

The PIN2WIN campaign 
will continue until April 30. 

Photo shows Jenniree 
Dirks receiving her prize 
from the hands of a SETAR 
N.V. associate 


FREE COPY 



Caya G. F. Belico Cro« 111 . Tel: SM.4517 - Fam U&.4S18 - E-mail: themor rung news ar u ail .com 

is Online Now!! 

www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


A group of 16 police officers graduate 
as prosecutors 




Last Thursday, in the confer¬ 
ence room of Corps Chief, 16 
police officers received their 
diplomas of prosecutors. The 
graduates are: A. Murray, C. 
Orman, E. Paskel-Coello, A. 
Paskel, E. Wester, R. Dirks, A. 
Boekhoudt, K. Rasmijn, J. 
Tromp, R. Webb, R. Martina, 
A. Howell, R. Heyliger, R. de 
Palm, G. Dammers and J. 
Wout. 

The graduates received 
their diplomas from the Chief 
of Police Corps P. de Witte in 
presence of the Director Rural 
Police Training Drs. A. Falbru, 
Comissioner Investigation 
Services, Mrs. T. Hassel, In¬ 
spector J. Curiel of the Police 
Training Institute, Manager of 
Supervisory Training dhr. 
A Solagnier and colleagues. 


Photos show moments of 
the entertaining gathering. 
About Korps Politie Aruba 
Korps Politie Aruba is the 
Aruban Police Force, the offi¬ 


cial law enforcement agency 
for the Island of Aruba. It re¬ 
sorts under the Ministry of 
Justice of the Aruban govern¬ 
ment. 


Ricky Martin is livin' la vida open, says 
he's gay 


NEW YORK CITY (AP) - 
Ricky Martin is no longer 
denying the rumors: He's gay. 

In a statement posted via 
Twitter in both Spanish and 
English, and later confirmed 
with his representative, Martin 
said: "I am proud to say that I 
am a fortunate homosexual 
man. I am very blessed to be 
who I am." 

For many, the announce¬ 
ment will come as no surprise; 
the "Livin' La Vida Loca" 
singer's sexuality has been 
speculated about for years. But 
the Puerto Rican star, who got 
his start as a child in the teen 
group Menudo, never directly 
addressed it and was usually 
seen at events with beautiful 
women on his arm. 

Martin, 38, said he decided 
to reveal the truth after work¬ 


ing on his memoirs helped him 
realize that he had to be free 
with himself, and not keep any 
more secrets. 

"From the moment I wrote 
the first phrase I was sure the 
book was the tool that was 
going to help me free myself 
from things I was carrying 
within me for a long time. 
Things that were too heavy for 
me to keep inside," he said. 
"Writing this account of my 
life, I got very close to my 
truth. And this is something 
worth celebrating." 

Martin said one of the rea¬ 
sons why he kept his homose¬ 
xuality hidden was because he 
was told by some that it would 
hurt his career. While his U.S. 
career peaked after the release 
of his 1999 self-titled English 
album, a multiplatinum success 


that included the hits "Livin' La 
Vida Loca" and "Shake Your 
Bon-Bon," he is still a hugely 
successful Latin artist. 

"Because all this advice 
came from people who I love 
dearly, I decided to move on 
with my life not sharing with 
the world my entire truth," he 
said in his statement. "Allow¬ 
ing myself to be seduced by 
fear and insecurity became a 
self-fulfilling prophecy of sab¬ 
otage. Today I take full respon¬ 
sibility for my decisions and 
my actions." 

Martin, who is the father of 
two boys bom via surrogate in 
2008, said he couldn't continue 
to hide his sexuality now that 
he is a father: "Enough is 
enough. This has to change." 

Martin's book is still a work 
in progress._ 
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2,000-year-old ceiling partially 
collapses in Rome 



Firefighters work on a collapsed part of the ancient Domus 
Aurea site, Roman emperor Nero’s Golden Palace, in front of 
the Colosseum in Rome 



Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 
Tel: 588-9517 -Fax: 588-9518 

E-mail: 

themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 


Saturday 


Who are the Christian militia 
'Hutaree' and why was the 
FBI targeting them? 



The Hutaree Flag 


ROME, Italy (AP) - A huge 
chunk of a 2,000-year-old 
gallery in the complex that in¬ 
cludes the infamous Emperor 
Nero’s fabled Golden Palace 
collapsed yesterday, Rome’s 
art officials said. 

Officials said they believed 
nobody was inside when the 
collapse took place at around 
10 a.m., bringing down part of 
a garden above, but firefighters 
cordoned off the area as they 
checked no one was trapped. 


ROME, Italty - Europe’s lar¬ 
gest undersea volcano could 
disintegrate and unleash a 
tsunami that would engulf 
southern Italy ”at any time”, a 
prominent vulcanologist 
warned in an interview pub¬ 
lished on Monday. 

The Marsili volcano, which 
is bursting with magma, has 
’’fragile walls” that could col¬ 
lapse, Enzo Boschi told the 
leading daily Corriere della 
Sera. 

”It could even happen to¬ 
morrow,” said Boschi, presi¬ 
dent of the National Institute of 
Geophysics and Volcanology 
(INGV). 

”Our latest research shows 
that the volcano is not struc¬ 
turally solid, its walls are fra¬ 
gile, the magma chamber is of 
sizeable dimensions,” he said. 
’’All that tells us that the vol- 


Nero’s Palace had been closed 
as workers were doing repairs. 

Built by Roman emperor 
Nero in the first century A.D., 
the sumptuous palace is known 
to many by its Latin name 
Domus Aurea. With its frescoed 
halls and gold-encrusted ceil¬ 
ings, it was meant as a fabled 
residence for one of Rome’s 
most depraved empe-rors. 

Umberto Broccoli of 
Rome’s artistic superinten¬ 
dency said the vaulted ceiling 


cano is active and could begin 
erupting at any time.” 

The event would result in 
”a strong tsunami that could 
strike the coasts of Campania, 
Calabria and Sicily”, Boschi 
said. 

The undersea Marsili, 
3,0000 m tall and located 
about 150km southwest of 
Naples, has not erupted since 
the start of recorded history. 

It is 70 km long and 30 km 


collapsed because of water 
damage. 

’’Think 2,000 years of his¬ 
tory, think of all the rain of the 
past couple of months,” Broc¬ 
coli told reporters at the scene. 

The ANSA news agency 
said around 60 square meters 
(645 square feet) collapsed 
from the vault in one of the 
galleries inside the complex. 

Another art official, An- 
tonello Vodret, was quoted as 
saying by Corriere della Sera 
that the collapse did not touch 
the main part of the palace but 
affected a gallery subsequently 
built at the site by Emperor 
Hadrian. Vodret said it was one 
of the biggest collapses in the 
area in the past 50 years, ac¬ 
cording to the Apcom news 
agency. 

The site was reopened in 
1999 following 18 years of 
closure because of structural 
concerns, and it soon became 
one of the capital's most popu¬ 
lar tourist sites. But the monu¬ 
ment remains plagued by 
structural problems and water 
infiltration, which have forced 
the monuments to shut down at 
times. 

This latest incident rekin¬ 
dled doubts over its stability. 
Part of the ceiling already came 
crashing down a decade ago. 

The palace originally 
sprawled across nearly 200 
acres (80 hectares), occupying 
parts of four of Rome's seven 
ancient hills. 

But Nero did not enjoy the 
palace for too long. It was 
completed in A.D. 68, the 
same year the emperor com¬ 
mitted suicide. 

The complex lay under tons 
of dirt in the bowels of a hill 
for centuries, before coming to 
light 500 years ago when Ren¬ 


wide, and its crater is some 
450 m below the surface of the 
Tyrrhenian Sea. 

"A rupture of the walls 
would let loose millions of 
cubic meters of material capa¬ 
ble of generating a very pow¬ 
erful wave,” Boschi said. 

"While the indications that 
have been collected are pre¬ 
cise, it is impossible to make 
predictions. The risk is real but 
hard to evaluate.” 


This weekend, the FBI con¬ 
ducted a series of raids in 
Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana 
to detain members of a Chris¬ 
tian militia group on criminal 
charges. So what does this 
group believe, and how do its 
members fit in with the larger 
radical right? 

The group in question calls 
itself the "Hutaree;” its website 
says the term translates as 
"Christian warrior.” And in 
keeping with that name, the 
material it has posted online 
reflects an outlook of violent 
religious confrontation. The 
Hutaree believe that acts of vi¬ 
olence can bring about the 
final judgment prophesied in 
the Christian Bible — and 
therefore have been arming 
themselves to go to war with 
the Antichrist, "evil Jews,” and 
Muslims. They have docu¬ 
mented their training exercises 
in a series of YouTube videos. 
And they spell out the theolog¬ 
ical rationale for their actions 
on the "About Us” page on 
their website: 

According to the indictment 
unsealMonday in court, the 
nine members of the group — 


eight men and one woman — 
planned to "levy war” against 
the U.S. government. To incite 
such a war, the group planned 
to murder law enforcement of¬ 
ficials and then follow up their 
initial attacks with a separate 
attack on the fallen officers' fu¬ 
nerals), where a large number 
of law enforcement personnel 
would no doubt be gathered. 

With other news of vanda¬ 
lism and harassment from 
right-wing activists angry 
about the passage of health 
care reform, some commenta¬ 
tors are already depicting the 
arrests as a further sign of how 
conservative activists are pro¬ 
moting violence in their ranks. 
But even within the militant 
world of the Michigan militia 
movement, the Hutarees are 
viewed as extreme religious fa- 
natics.Michael Lackomar, a 
leader of the Southeast Michi¬ 
gan Volunteer Militia, told the 
Associated Press that he'd 
fielded a frantic call from a 
Hutaree member Saturday 
night reporting the onset of the 
federal raids. After hearing 
pleas for help, Lackomar said 
that his group declined. 


Italy volcano threatens to blow 
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Champions League Preview: Arsenal - 
Barcelona 


The Gunners and Barca 
are best known for their flu¬ 
ent, attacking football , lead¬ 
ing Wednesday’s encounter 
to be considered one of the 
most anticipated of the cam¬ 
paign. 

Arsenal host Barcelona 
this evening fuelled by the 
belief that they can eliminate 
the European champions over 
the course of two legs that 
promise great entertainment 
and incredible drama. 

The Gunners remain in the 
race to claim the Premier 
League crown, though their 
hopes of dethroning Man¬ 
chester United and usurping 
Chelsea took a shot at the 
weekend as a bad Manuel Al- 
munia error gifted Birming¬ 
ham City a point on Saturday. 


Atlantic 

W 

nr 

Pts 

x-Pittsburgh 

44 

25 

95 

x-New Jersey 

44 

26 

93 

Philadelphia 

38 

32 

82 

NY Rangers 

33 

32 

76 

NY Islanders 

31 

34 

72 

Northeast 




x-Buffalo 

41 

23 

92 

Ottawa 

41 

30 

87 

Montreal 

37 

31 

82 

Boston 

34 

28 

80 

Toronto 

28 

35 

69 

Southeast 




y-Washington 

49 

15 

109 

Atlanta 

33 

30 

78 

Tampa Bay 

30 

33 

72 

Florida 

30 

33 

71 

Carolina 

31 

35 

71 

WESTERN CONF. 

Central 

W 

L 

Pts 

x-Chicago 

46 

21 

99 

Nashville 

43 

27 

92 

Detroit 

39 

23 

91 

St. Louis 

36 

30 

81 

Columbus 

31 

32 

75 

Northwest 




Vancouver 

45 

26 

94 

Colorado 

41 

27 

89 

Calgary 

38 

29 

85 

Minnesota 

36 

33 

78 

Edmonton 

24 

44 

55 

Pacific 




x-San Jose 

47 

19 

104 

x-Phoenix 

47 

23 

488 

Los Angeles 

42 

26 

90 

Dallas 

33 

28 

80 

Anaheim 

35 

31 

78 


x-Clinched Playoff Spot; y-Division 


“Barcelona is a different 
competition and we have a 
few days to recover and pre¬ 
pare. But it felt like a defeat 
on Saturday,” manager Ar- 
sene Wenger told the club’s 
official website, having pre¬ 
viously blamed the state of 
the St. Andrews pitch for his 
side’s failure to register three 
points. 

"It is always hard to pick 
the players up when you get 
a result like that. We are on a 
run that is very difficult, 
where we know there is no 
room for error at all, so Sat¬ 
urday was a big disappoint¬ 
ment for us.” 

When Arsenal have been 
faced with crisis points in this 
campaign, they’ve generally 
responded well. Against the 


Atlantic 

W 


Pet 


y- Boston 

47 

26 

344 

- 

Toronto 

35 

37 

338 

t nr 

N.York 

26 

46 

384 

383" 

Phil 

26 

47 

.356 

~rnr 

N.Jersey 

9 

64 

723 

383" 

Central 





y-Cleveland 

58 

16 

784 

— 

Milwaukee 

40 

32 

.556 

773" 

Chicago 

35 

38 

373 

723" 

Indiana 

27 

47 

.365 

3T3" 

Detroit 

23 

50 

.315 

34.5 

Southeast 





x- Orlando 

52 

22 

7U3 

— 

x- Atlanta 

47 

26 

134 

4.5 

Miami 

40 

34 

.541 

123" 

Charlotte 

38 

34 

328 

738" 

Wash. 

21 

51 

332 

7U3" 


|WESTERN CONF. 


Southwest 

W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

x-Dallas 

48 

25 

.658 

— 

San Ant. 

44 

28 

3TT 

3.5 

Memphis 

38 

35 

32T 

TOT" 

Flouston 

36 

36 

.500 

11.5 

N.Orleans 

34 

40 

333 

14.5 

Northwest 





x-Denver 

48 

26 

349 

— 

x-Utah 

48 

26 

349 

— 

Okl. City 

44 

28 

3TT 

3.0 

Portland 

45 

29 

.608 

3.0 

Minn. 

14 

60 

789 

343 

Pacific 





x-LA Lakers 

54 

19 

740 

— 

Phoenix 

47 

26 

344 

7.0 

LA Clippers 

27 

46 

.370 

27.0 

Sacra. 

24 

50 

324 

30.5 

Golden St. 

21 

52 

388 

383 


Champ 


very best - Manchester 
United and Chelsea - they 
have failed to acquire a single 
league point, yet the Gunners 
remain a very real threat in 
the title race, while an embar¬ 
rassing 2-1 defeat at Porto in 
the Champions League was 
brilliantly rescued with a ter¬ 
rific 5-0 response at the Emi¬ 
rates. 

Having failed to defeat an 
elite side this season, ques¬ 
tions will be raised over the 
ability of Wenger’s side to 
defeat la Blaugrana, who 
have become known as the 
best of the best over the last 
18 months. 

Criticised But Confident 

Compared to the all-con¬ 
quering Barcelona side of last 
term, this season’s Barca 
have received a remarkable 
amount of criticism. With the 
increased competition from 
Real Madrid, Pep Guardiola’s 
side have been placed in the 
spotlight, and though they 
have consistently responded, 
they have rarely convinced. 

Recent results have not 
seen the Blaugrana sweep 
away opposition in the man¬ 
ner they achieved last season, 
while their football has not 
always been as fluid and eye¬ 
catching. Their results, in La 
Primera Division at least, 
have been just as strong, 
while progress to the quarter¬ 
finals of the Champions 
League has been achieved, 
albeit with a few scares along 
the way. 

Stuttgart certainly gave 
Guardiola’s men a fright in 
the last 16. The Bundesliga 
outfit grabbed the lead in the 
first leg, though they were ul¬ 
timately unable to match the 
power of the Catalans when 
forced to travel to Catalunya. 
Lionel Messi, as has been the 
case so often of late, was 
Barca’s inspiration behind a 
4-0 second leg victory, and 
the little Argentine marvel 
will be the player Arsenal 
most closely need to police 
over the two legs. 

Goalkeeper Victor Valdes 
has indicated that the Camp 
Nou outfit are feeling confi¬ 
dent going into this fixture. 
“We are not going to play 
conservatively at the Emi¬ 
rates. Barcelona are capable 
of winning anywhere,” he as¬ 
serted 


NHL Standings 

NBA Standings 

|EASTERN CONF. 

1 EASTERN CONF. 



CAHtHQS 


AT RENAISSANCE - ORANJESTAD 


AT PASEO HERENCIA 


how to train your dragon (Action/Adv.): A Viking teenager 
named Hiccup lives on the island of Berk, where fighting drag¬ 
ons is a way of life. The teen’s smarts and offbeat sense of 
humor don’t sit too well with his tribe or its chief... who just 
happens to be Hiccup’s father. However, when Hiccup is in¬ 
cluded in Dragon Training with the other Viking teens, he sees 
his chance to prove he has what it takes to be a fighter. 


PG-ia 

REMEMBER ME 

daily: 

matinee: 

4.45 

2.00 

7.15 

late show: 

9.45 

12.15 

PG-131 

THE BOUNTY HUNTER 

daily: 

matinee: 12:30 

5:45 

3:15 

8:15 

late show: 

11:00 

CRH 

EDGE OF DARKNESS 

daily: 

matinee: 1:45 

4:30 

7:00 

late show: 

9:30 

12:00 

□BL 

BROOKLYN'S FINEST 

daily: 

matinee: 12:00 

6:00 

3:00 

8:45 

late show: 

11:30 

ran 

VALENTINE'S DAY 

daily: 

matinee: 12:45 

6:30 

3:45 

9:00 

late show: 

11:45 

[Ml 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND 

daily: 6:00 

matinee: 1:00 3:30 

8:30 

late show: 

11:00 


OE 

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 




daily: 

4:00 

6:15 

8:30 

NEW 

matinee: 1:25 


late show: 

11:00 

ran 

DIARY OF A WIMPY KID 





daily: 

4:30 

6:45 



matinee: 12:00 

2:15 

late show: 


CRH 

CASE 39 





daily: 

5:45 

8:15 



matinee: 12:15 

3:00 

late show: 

11:00 

PG-13 

OUR FAMILY WEDDING 





daily: 

5:30 

7:45 

9:45 


matinee: 12:45 

3:00 

late show: 

12:00 

□□ 

FROM PARIS WITH LOVE 




daily: 

9:00 




matinee: 


late show: 

11:30 

□E 

GREEN ZONE 





daily: 

6:30 

9:00 



matinee: 1:00 

3:45 

late show: 

11:30 

□□ 

SHUTTTER ISLAND 





daily: 

5:45 

8:45 



matinee: 

2:45 

late show: 

11:45 




V LOOK 
V FOR THIS 
LOGO FOR 
3D MOVIES 


V 






SETAR3D 


Pancakes & Pizza 

Pancakes • Pizza • Fried Eggs • Homemade Soup 
Sate • Fresh Rolls • Espresso 


*matinee: saturday-sunday | **late show: friday & Saturday 
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On the road to 2010 
FIFA World Cup 

World Cup 2010: England's 
Capello wary of Spain 
threat 


Obama to throw first pitch at Nats' opener 

Traditional presidential visit began 
with Taft 100 years ago 


England manager Fabio 
Capello has highlighted the 
threat of Spain ahead of the 
World Cup, believing their 
confidence makes them diffi¬ 
cult to beat. 

The European champions 
are the bookmakers' favorites 
to triumph in South Africa, 
and Capello understands why 
they are so highly fancied to 
go all the way. 

"Spain have a confidence, 
a system of play that makes it 
difficult to beat them," 
Capello told Gol Television. 
"They don't rely on one 
player to score the goals." 

The England manager also 
picked out a few other coun¬ 
tries who he thinks have the 
potential to win the World Cup. 

He said: "Brazil, I think 
are a team who are very dif¬ 
ficult to beat and Argentina 
have improved a lot since 
they qualified. 

"Us [England], and as al¬ 
ways the Germans and Ital¬ 
ians. Another team who are 
very good are Holland, they 
are young, have good players 
and could be a danger. But I 
have a lot of confidence in 
my team." 

Despite injuries to the 
likes of David Beckham, 
Ashley Cole and Aaron 
Lennon, Capello is happy 
with how England's prepara¬ 
tions are going. 

He said: "We are prepar¬ 
ing very well. 

"We have managed to find 
a very good site in South 
Africa and beforehand we are 
going to Austria to a place I 
know very well and have 
been to with Real Madrid and 
Roma - and for this I think 
that it will be a good build-up. 

"But the most important 
thing is that our good players 


BUENOS AIRES - Ar¬ 
gentina's World Cup coach 
and soccer great Diego 
Maradona was bitten on his 
face by one of his pet dogs 
and plastic surgeons have re¬ 
paired his upper lip, doctors 
and team officials said on 
Tuesday. 

"He was evaluated by 
plastic surgeons and taken to 
an operating room where 
they did reconstructive sur¬ 
gery on his upper lip," the 
clinic said in a statement. 

Witnesses said Maradona 


are physically well because 
they are the players who 
make the difference." 

Capello admits the injury 
to Beckham is a huge blow 
but he could still play a key 
role in the dressing room at 
the World Cup. 

The midfielder injured his 
Achilles tendon playing for 
AC Milan and has since un¬ 
dergone an operation and has 
been ruled out of playing in 
his fourth World Cup tourna¬ 
ment. 

"We've had the problem of 
Beckham being injured," 
Capello said. 

"He's an important player 
for us because he is a player 
who is always ready to play." 

"He's willing to play 10 
minutes, 15 minutes or half- 
an-hour. He's a very impor¬ 
tant player in the dressing 
room. 

"He's a player who is a 
symbol and that's why he was 
a very, very important 
player," Capello added. 

"We've asked him if he 
wants to come with us to 
South Africa, he could be 
with us there. It depends on 
him and how the tendon is." 

The Italian also refuted 
claims midfielders Steven 
Gerrard and Frank Lampard 
cannot play in the same Eng¬ 
land team. 

Capello added: "I think 
that good players can always 
play together but it depends a 
lot on the form of everyone 
because in the national team 
you need to play those who 
are in the best shape. 

"They are important play¬ 
ers, they are very good, and 
for that reason I think they 
can play together because a 
lot of the time they can decide 
a game." 


was bleeding close to his 
mouth when he arrived at the 
clinic with his girlfriend. 

"He's doing well. He's in 
good spirits. They'll let him out 
today," national team 
spokesman Fernando Molina 
told reporters outside the clinic. 

Maradona, 48, a gifted 
player who led Argentina's 
team to its second World 
Cup victory in 1986, is wor¬ 
shipped in Argentina despite 
years of scandal involving 
drug addiction, overeating 
and alcoholism. 


VIERA, Florida — President 
Barack Obama will throw out 
the ceremonial first pitch at 
the Nationals' season opener 
April 5, when they play the 
Phillies at Nationals Park in 
Washington, D.C. 

Obama's appearance will 
mark the 100th anniversary 
of the first time a president 
threw an Opening Day first 
pitch and the 48th time a 
president has done so in 
Washington. On April 14, 
1910, President William 
Howard Taft began the tradi¬ 
tion before the Washington 

Brits take bets 
drive 

LONDON - Forget about 
simply betting on Tiger 
Woods to win the Masters, 
British bookmakers are tak¬ 
ing wagers on whether the 
No. 1 player in the world 
will hit a tree on his first 
drive or if he'll kiss an 
anonymous blonde before 
teeing off. 

Woods, who will make his 
return to golf next week at 
Augusta National after 
months of seclusion follow¬ 
ing revelations that he 


Semenya (L) with her lawyer 

Caster Semenya, left, stands 
with her lawyer, right, after 
being barred from compet¬ 
ing at an athletics meeting in 
Stellenbosch today. Photo¬ 
graph: S chalk van Zuy- 
dam/AP 

Caster Semenya, the 
world 800m champion, 
today claimed she would re¬ 
turn to competition this sea¬ 
son and accused the world 
governing body, the IAAF, 
of damaging her career and 
infringing her rights by not 
bringing its gender verifica¬ 
tion tests to a conclusion. 

Breaking her silence on 


Senators went on to defeat 
the Philadelphia Athletics, 3- 
0, behind a one-hit, complete- 
game shutout by Hall of 
Fame pitcher Walter Johnson. 

"Opening Day of the base¬ 
ball season is a special event 
for our country, and its impor¬ 
tance has been reinforced by 
the 100-year history of presi¬ 
dential participation," Com¬ 
missioner Bud Selig, who 
plans to be in attendance, said 
in a statement. "I am proud 
that President Obama will 
continue the long presidential 
tradition of throwing out the 

on Tiger's 1st 


cheated on his wife, is shap¬ 
ing up to be a big market for 
bettors in Britain. 

William Hill spokesman 
Rupert Adams says "we'll ab¬ 
solutely certainly take a cou¬ 
ple of million (pounds) on it 
ourselves." 

Both William Hill and 
Ladbrokes have Woods listed 
as the 4-1 favorite to win, 
even though he has not com¬ 
peted since driving his vehi¬ 
cle into a tree outside his 
home in late November. 


the day she was barred from 
competing in a local meeting 
at Stellenbosch near Cape 
Town, Semenya said the oc¬ 
currences that had followed 
her victory in Berlin last 
year had infringed her 
human rights. "Since my 
victory in the female 800m 
event at the Berlin world 
championships in August 
last year I have been sub¬ 
jected to unwarranted and 
invasive scrutiny of the most 
intimate and private details 
of my being," said Semenya, 
who has not raced competi¬ 
tively since. 


first pitch of Opening Day in 
Washington, D.C." 

Nationals left-hander John 
Lannan is to face Phillies 
right-hander Roy Halladay in 
the 1:05 p.m. ET start. 
Pregame ceremonies will 
begin at 12:30 p.m. 

"Across the country, 
Opening Day is a celebration 
of the return of hometown 
baseball and the glorious 
days of spring," Nationals 
managing principal owner 
Theodore N. Lemer said in a 
written statement. "It's a time 
of renewed hope and opti¬ 
mism for fans everywhere. 
The Lerner and Nationals 
family are honored that Pres¬ 
ident Obama will mark that 
moment with us at the home 
of the national pastime in the 
nation's capital." 

The club is offering 400 
seats in sections 401 and 402 
for $5 starting at 10:00 a.m. 
ET on game day at the Na¬ 
tionals Park main box office. 
Because of enhanced security 
and an anticipated sold-out 
crowd, fans are encouraged 
to arrive early and enjoy 
pregame festivities, which 
will include live music and 
children's activities. 


"Some of the occurrences 
leading up to and immedi¬ 
ately following the Berlin 
world championships have 
infringed on not only my 
rights as an athlete but also 
my fundamental and human 
rights, including my rights to 
dignity and privacy." 

Semenya had not been 
banned or suspended by the 
IAAF but said today she had 
originally agreed not to race 
until it had brought its 
processes to a conclusion. 
However, the South African 
athlete said she was with¬ 
drawing her "begrudging 
agreement" not to compete 
because the processes had 
"dragged on for far too long 
with no reasonable certainty 
as to their end". 

After studying the gov¬ 
erning body's rules and tak¬ 
ing advice from her team of 
legal and medical experts, 
who have lodged their infor¬ 
mation with the IAAF, she 
said she was "of the firm 
view that there is no impedi¬ 
ment to me competing in 
athletics competitions". 


Maradona has facial surgery after 
pet dog bite 


Caster Semenya furious with IAAF after 
competitive return is blocked 
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Le Pefif 6»/e 

Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar * 

Located at: Playa Linda Beach Resort Tel. 586-4046 


American 

$6.95 


i 


Monday thru Saturday 8:00 -11:00 a.m. 

2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached), with bacon 
link sausage, potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 

All you care to eat $ 9.95 

NOT VALID WITH OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS OR COUPONS 


6e Peft'f ^ ^$21.50 


Romancing the Stone at Le Petit Cafe 


Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar 

Every Day From 5-7 p.m. 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 

All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT STONE 
Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


Small Salad 
or 

Soup of the Day 


ICE CREAM 
Chocolate 
or 

Vanilla 


BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE A 


Duke favored to win NCAA title; Mich. St. 


LAS VEGAS (AP) - Duke is 
the favorite among the Final 
Four to win the NCAA title, 
while Michigan State is a 
longshot despite its trip to the 
finals last year, oddsmakers 
in Fas Vegas said. 

Fas Vegas Sports Consult¬ 
ants made Duke a 7-5 fa¬ 
vorite to win the title and a 
2.5-point favorite to beat 
West Virginia in the semifi¬ 
nals on Saturday night, odds- 
maker Kenny White said. 

’’They Ve probably had the 


easiest run,” White said of the 
Blue Devils (33-5), who beat 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff, Califor¬ 
nia and Purdue before beating 
Baylor 78-71 on Sunday to 
reach the Final Four. 

White said either Duke or 
West Virginia would likely be 
favored over Butler or Michi¬ 
gan State in the finals. 

The Fas Vegas-based firm 
that recommends betting 
lines to 90 percent of sports 
books in Nevada said Butler 
had a 5-2 chance of winning 


the title and put West Vir¬ 
ginia's chances at 2-1 and 
Michigan State's at 17-5. 

The firm said Butler is fa¬ 
vored by 1.5 points in its 
game against Michigan State. 

Michigan State (28-8) has 
reached the Final Four six of 
the past 12 years, but was ex¬ 
pected to be an underdog 
with the Bulldogs playing 
near their home court in Indi¬ 
anapolis. Butler is listed as 
the host school for the Final 
Four. 


"(The Spartans) were 
there last year — that's quite 
an advantage — but they are 
matched up on the road basi¬ 
cally playing in Indianapo¬ 
lis,” White said. "They’ll be 
the underdog in both 
games.” 

The Fas Vegas Hilton, 
which listed Duke as a 6-5 fa¬ 
vorite and Michigan State as 
an 11-2 underdog, saw bet¬ 
tors flocking to Butler at 7-2 
odds to win the title, said 


underdog 

Chris Graham, race and 
sports coordinator. 

"Butler's definitely the 
Cinderella,” Graham said. 

White said that despite the 
odds, the Final Four teams 
were not very far apart, with 
the widest spread for the fi¬ 
nals expected at 4.5 or 5 
points if Duke plays Michi¬ 
gan State. 

"Anything could happen 
here, believe me,” White 
said. 



Easter BINGO Back 2 Back 


Sunday, April 4th 

starting at l:OOpm 


Monday, April 5th 

starting at 1:00pm 


• $8 for 8 Game BINGO • $8 for 8 Game BINGO 


• Double Your Prize With 

POWERBALL B-4 

• Progressive within 50 calls 

$ 26 , 833 . 00 +/- 

Full Card $ 1,000.00 


• Double Your Prize 2X With 

POWERBALL B-4 & 1-24 

• Full Card $ 1,000.00 


Hunt For The 
Golden Egg 

Sunday, April 4th 

starting at 6:00pm 

$50.00 CASH Giveaways 

every 30 minutes! 

Golden Egg Hunt 

at 10:00pm with 
Huge Prize Giveaways! 


Live Music! 


CASINO 
\ ARUBA 

C"A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 















